Appendixes
tbe desire of the nation attacked. Beyond this it i-> my profound hope
that this authority would never have to be exercised at a"/..
Nothing is more necessary to assure ihis than thiit our policy \.ith
respect to the defense of the area be promptly and clearly determined
and declared. Thus the United Nations and a^ frienJ!> governments,
and indeed governments \\hich are not friendly, will knov vthere \\c
If, contrary to my hope and expectation, a r»iiuuticn aro^e v,hich
called for the military application of the policy \vhioh I a-k the Congre^
to join me in proclaiming, I would of course maintain hour-by-hcui
contact with the Congress if it were in session. And if the Congress
were not in session, and if the situation had grave irnpacai'.er.-s i wouU.
of course, at once call the Congress into special se&Mcn.
In the situation now existing the greatest risk, as is often the case.
is that ambitious despots may miscalculate. If power-hungry Com-
munists should either falsely or correctly estimate ihat the Middie
East is inadequately defended, they might be templed to ate open
measures of armed attack. If so, that would start a chain of circum-
stances which would almost surely involve the United Stat-s in military
action. I am convinced that the best insurance again*! thii» dangerous
contingency is to make clear now our readiness to cooperate full}
and freely with our friends in the Middle East in ways consonant with
the purposes and principles of the United Nations, 1 intend promptly
to send a special mission to the Middle East to explain the cooperation
we are prepared lo give.
IX
The policy which I outline involves certain burdens and indeed risks
for the United States. Those who covet the area will not like what is
proposed. Already, they are grossly distorting our purpose. However,
before this Americans have seen our nation's vita! interests and human
freedom in jeopardy, and their fortitude and resolution have been equal
to the crisis, regardless of hostile distortion of our words, motives and
actions.
Indeed, the sacrifices of the American people in the cause of freedom
have, ever since the close of World War II, been measured in many
billions of dollars and in thousands of the precious lives of our youth.
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